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A young Tunisian, Mohamed Bouazizi, set himself on fire in December, 2010.
He did this to demonstrate his contempt for an unresponsive political system
and his frustration with the rest of his world for doing nothing to help him and
his people. His death ignited a sequence of uprisings that have become
known as the Arab Spring.
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Demonstrations and sometimes riots followed throughout the Arab world, in a
few cases ending some of the world’s most repressive regimes, in others
provoking draconian crackdowns on such public expressions of discontent, but
in every case setting in motion widespread popular demands for fundamental
reforms. Many have paid the ultimate price, but the struggle is ongoing and
its outcome is far from certain.
What can we learn from this regional popular uprising? Will those who have
put so much at risk gain access to more democratic political systems? Is the
end in sight?
And ultimately, what are the foreign policy implications for
America – and globally?
Location:
Fe Bland Auditorium
Santa Barbara City College - West Campus
For further information contact Barbara Margerum at (805) 969-5149
Richard Falk Richard Falk is Albert G. Milbank Professor Emeritus of International Law at Princeton
University and Visiting Distinguished Professor in Global and International Studies at the University
of California, Santa Barbara. He currently serves as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Palestinian human rights. Professor Falk is the author, co-author, or editor of more than thirty
books and numerous essays.
Nubar Hovsepian, born in Egypt, attended the American University of Beirut and received his PhD
from The City University of New York. He is professor of political science and international relations
at Chapman University and author of The War on Lebanon and Palestinian State Formation:
Education and the Construction of National Identity, and is completing a book on Edward Said.
Magda Campo is Continuing Lecturer in Religious Studies at UC Santa Barbara specializing in
Arab language instruction and Egyptian culture. A native of Egypt, she was recently co-leader of
the UC-systemwide Summer Study Abroad program based in Cairo. A close observer of the
region, Dr. Campo brings unique insights into Egyptian culture, religion, politics, and customs.
Manou Eskandari-Qajar is Professor and Chair, department of Political Science, at Santa Barbara
City College where he has been on the faculty since 1992. Born in Vienna, Austria and raised in
Austria and Iran, Dr. Eskandari holds degrees from the Lycée Francais de Vienne, the University of
Vienna and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of California, Santa Barbara.
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